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Advantages of Having a Hearing Dog |

After graduating from col-
lege, Diane was so excited.
This was the first time she
would live by herself. A new
life. New adventures to be
experienced. New friend-
ships to enjoy. She had been
looking forward to this mo-
ment for a long time. Despite
her excitement, Diane was
nervous about living alone
with her profound hearing
loss.

From the first night, Diane
slept with her hearing aids
on. She was afraid of not
hearing the smoke alarm

while she slept. She worried
that she might miss her
mother calling late in the eve-
ning. She wasn’t sure if she
would respond to the visual
alert of her alarm clock without
backup from her roommate or
family.

Three months later, Charlie
entered her life. Charlie was a
hearing dog who helped Diane
by alerting her to important
household sounds: a soft
knock on the door, the ringing
of her alarm clock, the chime
of the doorbell, the earsplitting
shrill of the smoke alarm, and

the Mozart melody on her cell
phone. When Charlie heard
the sound, she would run to
Diane, alert her by touch, and
then lead her to the source.

Hearing dogs bring greater in-
dependence to Deaf and hard
of hearing individuals by alert-
ing them to essential everyday
sounds. In addition, hearing
dogs can learn to respond to
additional sounds. They also
respond to both oral and sign
language commands given by
their owners.
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I Videophones Installed in Jails I

Travis County Jail System is
now equipped with three
Sorenson video phones.
There is one in the downtown
jail located in the counselor’s
office on the first floor. An-
other is located in the female
building at Del Valle. The third
one is in the men’s building, at
Del Valle.

We believe we are the first
and only County Jail system in

the country that has this state
of the art equipment. If you
get arrested and need to make
a phone call, request a Coun-
selor Form and tell the coun-
selor you need to use the
video phone. If you have
trouble accessing the video
phone please let us know.
We want to be sure people
are able to use the equipment
that is there.



Deaf Awareness Day at
Austin Community College

DSA is presenting their first Deaf Awareness
Day & Open House on Saturday April 5,
2008. They will have a full day of activities
planned to both entertain and educate the Deaf
& Hearing Community about Deaf Culture,
American Sign Language, and the special aca-
demic and career programs that ACC offers for
Deaf students.

They will also be having a Deaf Open House
on that same day to showcase the exemplary
programs offered for Deaf students at
ACC. Tours and presentations will be provided
to explain the many opportunities available at
ACC.

Finally, the Deaf Student Association will be
performing their "Fifth Annual Deaf Mono-
logues” play that afternoon, which is written,
directed, and performed by the ACC Deaf Stu-
dents. This play has become a tradition at
ACC.

Camp SIGN
Summer 2008

The Camp Sign will be held at Camp Misty
Meadow, Conroe, TX on August 3-9. Any
Texas student who is deaf or hard of hearing
are more than welcome to participate in the
program, regardless of their mode of commu-
nication. Counselors are chosen to accommo-
date the varied communication needs of the
campers. Many of the counselors are former
campers or Counselor in Training (CIT). CIT is
a program for developing leadership skills and
preparing boys and girls ages 16 and 17 to
become future camp counselors and leaders.
There are many different activities such as
arts & crafts, horseback riding, karate, arch-
ery, swimming, team building, badminton, etc.
To apply or find more information about the
camp, contact Ann Horn:

ann.horn@dars.state.tx.us,

(512) 407-3251 (TTY), 161.137.23.206 (VP),
or (512)407-3250 (V).

I Inventor, Philanthropist James LeVoy Sorenson Dies I

James LeVoy Sorenson, a successful entrepre-
neur, real estate magnate and inventor of nu-
merous medical and technology devices, died
of cancer at the age of 86 on January 20th in
Salt Lake City, Utah.

Sorenson was the owner of Sorenson Compa-
nies, a head company of 32 different corpora-
tions in industries including medicine, biosci-
ence, investment/development and manufac-
turing. Sorenson Video Relay Services is one
of his corporations. According to Forbes
magazine, Sorenson, a billionaire, was listed
as the 68th richest American.

Sorenson had more than 40 patents during his
lifetime and is probably best known for co-
developing the first computerized heart monitor
along with disposable paper surgical mask, the
plastic venous catheter and a blood recycling
system for trauma and surgical procedures.

Sorenson’s  philanthropic endeavors had
reached millions and millions of dollars. One of
his numerous generous donations went to Gal-
laudet University’s genetic research depart-
ment. The department received five million dol-
lars from him and his son, James Lee
Sorenson. He also donated DNA testing kits to
assist in identifying the victims of the tsunami
of 2004 in Thailand so the victims could have
appropriate burials with their relatives.

Sorenson’s legacy will be as “a great American
inventor, a man with a tremendous amount of
innovation” who had made differences in many
peoples’ lives.

Sorenson, who was born in Rexburg, Idaho
and grew up in California, is survived by Bev-
erly Taylor Sorenson, his wife of 60 years, and
two sons, six daughters, 47 grandchildren and
28 great-grandchildren.




Deaf & Hard of Hearing Youth

Leadership & Transition Camp

Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative
Services— Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Services (DARS-DHHS) will host a youth
leadership and transition camp during the
week of June 15-20 in Youngsport, TX (near
Temple and Killeen). The purpose of this
camp is enabling students to have the oppor-
tunity to develop leadership skills and a posi-
tive attitude towards hearing loss, while striv-
ing to achieve their maximum potential.

What will you do?

Participants will be empowered and learn how
they can participate in the transition process
from high school to college or work, how to
interview for a job, and when and if to disclose
disability during the interview process. Also,
participants will learn about leadership, inde-
pendence, diversity, and self identity during
outdoor activities that promote and encourage
development of confidence through ropes
courses and other team building activities.

How do you apply?

There is no cost for the camp! A nomination
form can be obtained at the DHHS website at
www.dars.state.tx.us/dhhs, or by emalil,
dhhstraining@dars.state.tx.us. Candidates who
may need assistance with travel to the camp-
site should contact a local DARS Vocational
Rehabilition (VR) Counselor by March 31 to ap-
ply for services. To get VR contact information,
call 800.628.5115 (ext 3250) or go to
www.dars.state.tx.us/drs/DRSoffices.asp.

Real-time captioning and interpreters will be
provided. Check out www.dars.state.tx.us/dhhs
for more details.

For additional information, contact Randi Turner
or Ann Horn:

512.407.3250 (V)
512.407.3251 (TTY)
161.137.23.206 (VP)

Need Help With Your Tax Return?

New Deaf Services Program at Safe Place

It's time of the year again! The deadline for
income tax is around the corner! Are you feel-
ing stressed? Do you need some help with
your tax return? We have a solution for you!

The Community Tax Center, a non-profit or-
ganization, can help you out at no charge!
The center will provide free, quality tax prepa-
ration to individuals making $25,000 or less,
or to households making $50,000 or less.
They have IRS-certified preparers that will be
able to prepare your tax return. There are ASL
interpreters available by appointments only. In
order to set up an appointment, you need to
call Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 6 PM.
The contact number is (512) 973-9201 (TTY/
VP) (Option 1) or 1 (877) 541-7905 (Option 3
for TTY). You can also email them at:

211texas@unitedwaycapitalarea.org.

Deaf Services staff will provide services includ-
ing: individual counseling, advocacy, support
groups, and parenting classes for women and
men who have experienced domestic violence or
sexual assault. Shelter and transitional housing
services will also be available through SafePlace.
They practice confidentiality about clients and
services so that people are safe and can discuss
their options about unhealthy or abusive relation-
ships. The Deaf community will have choices
about working with a SafePlace counselor or ad-
vocate fluent in ASL, or working with a hearing
counselor or advocate through an interpreter.

SafePlace is located at 1515A Grove Blvd.
Jeannie and Vonnie can be reached at
ibrown@austin-safeplace.org or

vbasham@austin-safeplace.org.

SafePlace’s 24 hour crisis hotline is:
267-7233 (voice) or 927-9616 (TTY).



AFTER HOURS!!!
TCSDHH to open until 7
PM on a Tuesday upon
your request!

Over the years, TCSDHH has
strived to provide services to
people who are deaf and hard
of hearing to help them main-
tain self sufficiency and inde-
pendence. We would like to
reach out to those who have
other commitments during the
day. If you need to see a case
manager, we can set an ap-
pointment with you between
the hours of 5pm and 7pm on

Tuesday. Schedule an ap-
pointment by either calling
512-854-9210 (TTY/VP),

TCSDHH@co.travis.tx.us
(VP), or 512-854-9205 (V) or
come by the office. Thank
you.

Travis County Services
for the Deaf & Hard of
Hearing

2201 Post Rd. Suite 100
Austin, TX 78704

VP-
TCSDHH@co.travis.tx.us

TTY/VP- (512) 854-9210
V- (512) 854-9205

HIV Testing & STD Screening
To make an appointment for HIV
testing and STD screening, contact
Clyde Boyd at 972-5563 (V).
Test is free and confidential.

Deaf Coffee Chat
We have around 50 deaf chat coffee
places all over Texas. To view
schedules and locations, go to
http://www.deafcoffee.com
and click on Texas.

TCSDHH Website
To learn more about our services,
go to www.austindeafservices.com
and
www.travis.co.tx.us/deaf _services

Holiday
TCSDHH will be closed all day on
Monday, May 26th in observance of
Memorial Day.
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AA Meetings

Mondays: 1800 Fort View at 545 PM
Wednesdays: 2809 Northland at
530 PM

Saturdays: 601 Bouldin at 11:30 AM

(Women only)

601 Bouldin at 1 PM
1800 Fort View at 8 PM

Senior Citizen Program
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month
at Senior Activity Center,

3911 Manchaca Rd. 462-2853 TTY

Free Legal Clinic
Interpreter provided on 1st and 3rd
Monday of every month. Be sure to
contact Jamie at 854-9221 (V) to let

her know you're going.
Martin Jr. High
1601 Haskell St.
6-7 PM



